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PREFACE. 

• ' / 

It  may  appear  unneceft’ary  to  offer 
fentiments  on  To  common  a difeafe  as 
the  Virulent  Gonorrhoea,  ft  nee  there 
are  already  extent  fo  many  publications 
on  the  fame  fubjedt.  I reft  my  apology 
for  adding  one  more  to  the  extended 
lift,  in  confequence  of  fucli  a variety  ; 
for  however  fome  men  may  urge  the 
inneceffity  of  any  further  remarks  upon 

i 

it  beyond  what  we  are  poffeffed  of, 
the  reverfe  will  appear,  if  an  appeal  is 
made  to  the  contrariety  of  opinions  at 
this  time  prevailing  on  the  feat  as  well 
as  cure  of  the  difeafe ; for  fuch  appeal 

. will 
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will  fhew,  there  are  no  regular  data 
to  ground  one  general  opinion  upon, 
and  prove  the  neceflity  of  eftablifhing 
one  fafe  and  permanent  plan  for  the 
treatment  of  it. 

i 

It  is  extraordinary  in  an  age  of  ana- 
tomical refinement  like  the  prefent,  at 
a time  when  the  ftrudure  of  the  hu- 
man body  is  traced  almoft  as  far  as  is 
neceffary  for  the  purpofe  of  the  phyfi- 
cian  or  furgeon ; at  a time  when  the 
knowledge  of  the  animal  ceconomy  is 
carried  to  nearly  the  extent  of  our  com- 
prehenfions,  there  fhould  exift  different 
fentiments  among  the  faculty  on  the 
pathology  of  fo  very  common  a difeafe ; 
and  that  there  is  a contrariety  of  opi- 
nion on  the  fubjedt  I need  not  prove  by 
written  quotation ; for  young  men  who 

have 
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have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  experi- 
ence many  gonorrhoeas,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  them  as  many  phyficians  or 
furgeons,  have  been  told  by  one  that 
<c  the  difeafe  is  local,”  by  another, 
“ that  it  cures  itfelf,”  by  a third,  £C  that 
it  is  always  attended  with  fome  rifque 
of  general  infection.”  Thefe  are  their 
divided  fentiments ; it  is  furely  then 
high  time  to  emerge  from  fuch  a cloud 
of  uncertainty,  and  to  mould  the  he- 
terogeneous mafs  of  opinion  into  fome 
fcientific  fhape,  on  which  one  fixed  and 
permanent  idea  of  the  difeafe  and  its 
cure  may  be  formed  3 and  this  I con- 
ceive may  be  done  without  bewilder- 
ing ourfelves  in  the  minutiae  of  theory, 
by  applying  only  to  thofe  laws  in  ana- 
tomy and  phyfiology  which  obfervation 

v and 
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and  experience  have  ftiewn  to  be  the 
lead  erring  guides. 

In  a matter  of  fuch  moment  to  the 
happinefs  of  the  younger  part  of  man- 
kind as  the  eftablifhing  a fafe  and  per- 
manent method  of  cure  for  fo  loath- 
fome  and  baneful  a difeafe  as  the  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea,  it  behoves  the  prac^ 
titioner  to  arm  himfelf  with  rational 
arguments,  and  not  to  fuffer  his  mind 
to  be  warped  by  every  fafhionable  hy- 
pothecs. Opinion  is  often  the  creature 
of  fancy,  and  too  frequently  receives  the 
ftampof  authority  from  the  confequence 
merely  of  the  perfon  with  whom  it  hap- 
pens to  originate  ; it  is  therefore  pecu- 
liarly incumbent  on  every  one  to  reafon 
for  himfelf,  and  not  blindly  to  pay  an 
Implicit  obedience  to  the  fentiments  of 

nthprc 
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others,  more  efpecially  on  a difeafe  in 
which  there  is  nothing  abftrufe ; for 
the  caufe  of  the  virulent  gonorhcea  is 
fpecific,  and  its  effe&s  invariable,  cir- 
cumftances  which  in  other  difeafes  are 

oftentimes  very  doubtful. 

, ' ■/ 

It  is  on  this  ground  I have  proceeded 

/ 

in  the  following  difcuffion  : on  truft  I 
have  taken  nothing ; the  principles  of 
anatomy  and  phyfiology  have  all  along 
governed  my  arguments,  and  I have  no 
where  ventured  a decifive  opinion  on 
the  difeafe,  but  under  the  fandtion  of 

fome  one  or  other  of  them.  It  is  not 

*• 

then  on  fpeculative  theory,  or  the  pro- 

mife  of  any  new-fangled  method  of 

% 

cure,  that  I offer  this  effay  to  the  pe- 
rufal  of  my  brethren  ; my  foie  motive 

has 
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has  been  to  collect  their  difcordant 
opinions,  and,  by  a careful  digeft  of 
them  to  feparate  truth  from  error,  that 
the  mind  of  the  lefs  informed  practiti- 
oner may  not  be  left  in  darknefs  with 
refpeCt  to  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe. 
How  far  I have  fucceeded,  I now  leave 
to  public  decifion. 

My  fubjedt  I have  comprized  under 
three  heads  or  chapters ; the  firft  treats 
“ on  the  flrudture  and  ufe  of  the  parts 
infeCted the  fecond,  “ on  the  caufe, 
feat,  and  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe;”  the 
third,  “ on  the  cure  of  the  difeafe 
and  although  I have  introduced,  in  fome 
refpeCts,  fimilar  arguments  on  this  occa- 
fion,  with  thofe  I fome  time  ago  pub- 
lilhed  in  a treatife  entitled,  u An  En- 
quiry 
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quiry  into  the  Nature  of  the  Venereal 
poifon,  and  the  Remedies  made  ufe  of 
to  prevent  its  effedts I trufl:,  as  the 
object  of  the  two  effays  is  different,  I 
fhall  not  be  accufed  of  tautology. 

i 

Ipswich, 

January,  1786. 
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CHAP.  I 


S Anatomy  is  the  bafis  of  the  healing  art. 


it  is  necefiary  to  defcribe  and  explain  the 
ftrudture,  conne&ion,  and  ufes  of  the  parts  oii 
which  the  venereal  poifon  produces  its  effects  to 
conflitute  the  virulent  gonorrhoea. 


lowing  manner : 

The  URETHRA. 

COWPER’s  GLAND  g. 

The  NEGKof  the  BLADDER. 

PROSTATE  GLAND. 

SEMINAL  VESICLES. 

On  the  Urethra  I fhall  be  particularly  explicit, 
as  being  the  part,  on  which  the  poifon  firft 
fixes,  and  on  whofe  ftru&ure  and  ufes  will  de- 
pend, a juft  diagnofis  as  to  the  feat  of  the  poi- 


I shall  therefore  defcribe  them  in  the  fol 
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fon,  and  the  only  certain  prognofis  as  to  the  e&  * 
pulfion  of  it. 

The  urethra  originates  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  is  continued  throughout  the  penis,  and 
terminates  in  an  expanfion  over  the  end  or  the 
latter:  its  principal  ufe  is  to  convey  the  urine 

from  the  bladder. 

- The  furface  of  the  urethra  is  formed  of  a 
fine  elaftic  and  excjuifitely  fenfible  membiane, 
compofed  of  arteries,  veins,  lymphatic  velfels 
and  nerves ; the  offices  of  which  I fhall  here 

defcribe,  as  the  whole  of  my  reafoning  on  the 

• 

difeafe  will  refult  from  thence. 

The  circulation  of  the  blood  and  nutrition  of 
the  body  are  effected  by  the  adtion  of  the  tare., 
following  veffels,  the  arteries,  veins,  and  lympha- 
tics; I mention  not  the  nerves,  for  our  know- 
ledge of  them  beyond  that  of  their  being  the 
organs  of  fenfe,  is  ftill  in  obfcurity. 
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The  arteries  are  continuations  of  one  princi- 
pal trunk,  the  aorta:  they  are  conical  veffels, 
extremely  elaftic,  and  are  infinitely  ramified  and 
extended  throughout  the  animal  frame:  they 
take  their  rife  from  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart, 
receive  the  blood  from  thence,  and  by  a pulfatile 
power  peculiar  to  them  propel  and  difperfe  it  to 

every  the  mcft  minute  and  diftant  recefs  of  the 

* 

body;  a part  of  which  they  excrete  upon  the  in- 
ternal furfaces;  apart  into  the  urinary  bladder, 
and  a far  greater  part  on  the  external  fkin  in  the 
form  of  fenfible  and  infenfible  perfpiration  : the 
remainder  they  pafs  on  into  the  veins. 

. 

The  arteries  have  then  two  terminations;  one, 
in  open  extremities  on  the  different  furfaces,  the 
other  in  incipient  veins;  and  their  ufe  and  office 
is  to  circulate  the  blood  ; to  apply  the  nutritious 
particles  of  it  to  thofe  parts  of  the  frame  in  want 
of  them;  to  expel  what  is  merely  excrementi- 
tious  by  the  proper  emundtories,  and  to  return 
the  furplus  to  the  heart  by  the  veins. 


T hi: 
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The  veins  originate  at  the  extremities  of  the 
arteries,  and  all  terminate  in  one  large  canal, 

i / 

• • / 

the  vena  cava;  a velfel  which  enters  into  the 
right  auricle  of  the  heart:  the  veins  have  no 
pulfatile  property,  but  are  paffive  tubes  deftirted 
to  receive  from  the  arteries  that  part  of  the  blood 
which  has  been  robbed  of  it’s  nourifhment  and 
is  not  wanted  for  the  purpofes  of  excretion,  and 
to  convey  it  back  to  the  heart. 

. . ' : 

The  arteries  receive  then  the  blood  from  the 
left  ventricle  of  the  heart  and  difperfe  it  over  the 
frame;  the  veins  return  it  to  the  right  auricle; 
it  is  therefore  by  them  alone  that  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  is  carried  on. 

. j 

The  lymphatic  veffels  (unlike  the  former) 
take  their  rife  from  all  the  furfaces  and  cavities  of 
the  body,  as  well  interior  as  exterior;  at  their  ori- 
gin they  are  imperceptible  pores,  but  as  they  ad- 
vance inwards  they  encreafe  in  lize,  inofculatc 
with  each  other,  occasionally  intwine  into  com- 
pact bodies  called  glands,  and  all  meet  and  form 
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one  large  trunk  or  canal,  the  thoracic  dudl;  a vef~ 
iel  which  isfituated  in  the  middle  of  the  abdomen> 
and  communicates  with  the  left  fubclavian  vein. 

The  lymphatic  veffels,  confidered  as  a fyftem, 
equal,  if  not  furpafs  in  number  the  arterial  or 
venal,  for  it  is  probable  there  is  no  part  of  the 
body  defiitute  of  them  ; and  their  ufe  is  of  the 
hrft  importance  in  the  animal  ceconpmy,  that  of 
fupplying  the  body  with  frefh  nourifhment: 
this  falutary  purpofe  they  effed  through  a pecu- 
liar power  which  nature  has  endowed  them  with, 
of  abforbing  or  taking  up  whatever  is  applied 
to  their  bibulous  orifices;  thofe  therefore  which 
are  interfperfed  on  the  coats  of  the  flomach  and 
bowels,  fubrradt  and  abforb  the  liquid  and  re- 
ftorative  parts  of  our  food;  thofe  fituatedon  the 
different  cavities  and  furfaces,  imbibe  what  is 
fjperfluoufly  depofited  by  the  arteries,  or  is  by 
other  means  applied  to  them,  and  they  all  meet 
and  mix  their  different  contents  in  the  thoracic 
du<d;  this  heterogeneous  fluid  thus  collected,  is 
called  chyle,  and  through  the  connexion  which 
the  thoracic  dud:  has  with  the  left  fubclavian 
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vein,  is  difcharged  into  the  latter,  and  paffes 
with  the  venal  blood  into  the  heart  and  general 
circulation. 

From  the  above  view  of  the  three  vafcular 
fyftems,  it  is  clearly  evident  their  offices  are  dif- 
tindt  and  independent ; it  being  the  duty  of  the 
lymphatic  to  abforb,  colled!,  mix  and  prepare 
the  chyle  for  the  future  fupport  of  the  body;  of 
the  arterial  to  incorporate  the  chyle  with  the 
blood,  to  circulate  and  apply  it  to  the  different 
parts  in  want  of  its  affiftance,  and  of  the  venal 
to  return  the  blood  (when  robbed  of  its  nouriffi- 
ment)  to  the  heart  for  a freffi  iupply. 

The  arteries  then  deftined  for  the  fervice  of 

> / 

the  urethra,  open  upon  its  furface  and  conti- 
nually excrete  a foft  albuminous  glaire  or  mucus 
^o  defend  its  membrane  againft  the  ffiarp  flimu,- 
lating  falts  of  the  urine. 

The  lymphatic  veffels,  every  where interfperf- 
ed  upon  the  furface  of  the  urethra,  do  their  of- 
fice, and  abforb  whatever  is  redundantly  depo- 

' fifed. 
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fited  by  the  arteries,  or  is  by  any  other  means 
applied  to  their  bibulous  orifices. 

Cowper’s  Glands  are  two  fmali  bodies  fttuat- 
ed  high  up  the  urethra  juft  above  the  crura  penis : 
their  excretory  dudts  open  into  the  urethra  and 
difcharge  a mucous  fluid  to  lubricate  its  mem- 
brane. 

The  Neck  of  the  Bladder  forms  the  begin- 
ning of  the  urethra,  is  conftrudted  like  the  lat- 
ter, and  has  the  fame  glaire  or  mucus  as  a de- 
fence againft  the  urine. 

The  Proftate  Gland  is  a large  body  in  ihape 
like  a pear;  it  furrounds  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
and  lies  in  immediate  contact  with  the  redtum.The 

• I 

Proftate  Gland  feparates  from  the  blood  a mucila- 
ginous fluid  which  it  ejedts  through  feveral  fmali 
dudts  into  the  urinary  tube,  juft  below  the  neck  of 
the  bladder:  the  ufe  of  this  fluid  appears  to  be  that 
of  diluting  the  femen  in  its  paflage,  for  it  is  feldom 
difcharged  in  any  quantity  except  in  coition. 

, 

— - The 
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The  Seminal  Veficles  are  refervoirs  appointed 

by  nature  to  retain  the  femen ; they  are  fituat- 

ed  behind  and  above  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 

and  reft  upon  the  redtum.  The  feminal  veficled 

are  divided  into  feveral  partitions,  all  which  meet 

and  terminate  in  two  ftnall  dudts  independent  of 

each  other,  and  perforate  the  urethra  amidft  the 

openings  of  the  proftate  gland;  by  which  con- 
* ' • , , 
trivance  the  feminal  vehicles  and  the  proftate 
* * * < t 
gland  difcharge  themfelves  at  the  fame  inftant. 

The  above  deferibed  parts  are  all  which  are 
affedted  in  the  virulent  gonorrhoea;  (for  I in- 
clude not  in  this  eflay  the  external  fymptoms),  if 
therefore  a proper  attention  is  paid  to  their  ftruc- 
ture,  ufes  and  connection,  it  will  be  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  err  in  forming  a juft  opinion  of  the 
difeafe ; for  fuch  a knowledge  will  explain  the 
caufe  of  every  fymptom,  and  alfo  diredt  to  a ra- 
tional  determination  as  to  the  prefence  or  abfence 
of  the  venereal  poifon. 


CHAP; 
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C H A P.  II. 

On  the  Cause,  Seat  and  Symptoms  of  the 
Virulent  Gonorrhoea. 

' 1 ' HE  Virulent  Gonorrhoea  is  a difeafe  of  the 
-*■  penis,  in  confequence  of  contact  with  an 
infeCted  perfon,  and  is  produced  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a peculiar  poifon  (called  venereal)  in- 
to the  urinary  paffage  in  the  aCt  of  coition. 

What  the  fpecific  nature  of  the  venereal 
poifon  is,  mankind  at  prefent  are  totally  igno- 
rant of,  for  however  fpecious  the  arguments 
may  appear  which  ingenious  men  have  feleCted 
to  fettle  this  feemingly  important  point,  the 
daily  and  fimilar  effects  of  it  from  its  hrft  ap- 
pearance in  Europe,  to  the  prefent  moment,  and 
that  too  in  oppolition  to  every  prophylactic  hi- 
therto recommended,  are  proofs  politive  that  its 
nature  is  Jflill  unknown : indeed  I do  not  con - 


C 


ceive 
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ceive  we  llrould  derive  any  real  advantage  from 
the  knowledge  of  it,  for  were  we  acquainted 
with  its  fpecific  nature.  We  probably  could  not 
apply  a more  efFe&ual  remedy  againft  its  effedts, 
than  what  we  experience  from  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury. On  the  prefent  occafion,  we  require  only  to 
be  convinced  that  the  poifon  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  difeafe  by  railing  inflammation  on  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  and  this  quality  of  it 
is  fufflciently  eftablilhed  without  recurring  to 
any  particular  modification  of  its  parts. 

But,  the  feat  of  the^poifon  in  the  virulent  go- 
norrhoea, though  of  the  moll:  elfentialconfequence 
in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  is  certainly  not  fowell 
elfablilhed  as  might  be  expected  from  the  enlight- 
ened ftate  of  phyfical  icience,  for  the  faculty  dif- 
fer widely  in  their  fentiments  thereon.  I fhall 
therefore  endeavour  to  fet  this  matter  in  fuch  a 
point  of  view,  as  will  leave  the  mind  no  room  to 
doubt  its  real  lituation. 


It 


I » J 


It  is  by  all  admitted  that  the  venereal  poifon. 
in  every  virulent  gonorrhoea,  ex  ills  fome  where  in 
the  urinary  palfage;  its  fituation  is  confequently 
referable  to  one  or  other  of  the  following  heads, 
viz. 

Either  the  poison  lies  fuperficially  on  the 
lurface  of  the  urethra,  or, 

• 

It  is  taken  up  by  and  actually  refides  in  the 
lymphatic  velfels  belonging  to  the  membrane  of  it. 

In  favour  of  the  firft,  there  are  many  advo- 
cates; phyficians  and  furgeons  of  eminence  and 
great  practice,  who  contend,  nay,  affert  that  the 
poifon  is  lodged  in  the  mucus  of  the  urethra, 
and  there  lays  dormant  and  inactive  until  the 
mucus  in  which  it  is  inveloped  is  diflolved  and 
the  poifon  applies  itfelf  to  the  naked  membrane 
of  the  urethra,  and  then  and  not  till  then  the 
gonorrhoea  commences;  which  in  other  words 
amounts  to  this  conclufion,  that  the  poifon  lies 
an  extraneous  body  on  the  furface  of  the  ure- 
thra, 


) 
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tlira,  and  raifes  inflammation  on  the  membrane  of 

• v *, 

the  latter  by  fuperflcial  contadl,  in  the  fame  man- 

i 

ner  as  an  irritating  fubftance  does,  when  applied 
to  the  coats  of  the  eye,  or  Sneider’s  membrane. 


But  that  the  refldence  of  the  poifon  is  not 
fo  local  as  above  reprefented,  will  I trail  appear 
in  the  following  appeal  to  the  animal  ceconomy. 


The  arteries  from  their  nature,  flrudture  and 
office,  are  and  mud  ever  be  (in  health)  in  perpe- 
tual adtion ; thofe  therefore  which  are  appropriat- 
ed for  the  fervice  of  the  urethra,  continually  fe- 
cret  a foft  glaire  upon  its  furface,  to  renew  that 
abrafion  and  wafte  of  it,  which  muil  unavoida- 
bly happen  from  the  frequent  pafling  of  urine, 
and  to  prevent  what  would  otherwife  arife  to 
every  individual  through  the  want  of  a com- 
ilant  fucceffion  of  it,  heat,  pain  and  uneafinefs 
in  making  water,  for  the  mucus  is  furnifhed  by 
nature,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  defending  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra  againil  the  acrimo- 
nious falts  of  the  urine:  it  would  therefore  be 

incom- 
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incompatible  with  the  aftion  and  office  of  the 
arteries  for  the  mucus  of  the  urethra  to  be  fta-  j 
tionary  even  fora  day,  for  if  it  was  not  either  ab- 
forbed  or  wafhed  away  nearly  as  fail  as  fecret- 
ed,  it  would  plug  up  and  obftrudl  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  arteries  and  become  one  certain  fource 
of  infiammatiort,  and  of  courfe  defeat  the  inten- 
tion, for  which  thofe  vefiels  were  purpofely  de- 
figned. 

The  mucus  of  the  urethra,  cannot  then  be  a 
flationary  body,  but  mull  be  a paffive  fub- 
ftance,  and  as  fuch  cannot  be  that  nidus  to  the 
venereal  poifon,  which  the  advocates  for  its  lo- 
cality fo  very  ftrenuoufiy  contend  for,  more  ef- 
pecially  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  poifon 
is  frequently  received  for  the  fpace  of  fix,'  ten, 
fourteen,  nay  twenty  days  before  it  produces 
any  vifible  effect;  and  what  is  ftill  more  to  the 
point,  is  oftentimes  during  thofe  intervals  fo  con- 
cealed, as  not  to  be  communicated  to  anorh  r, 
even  by  coition:  of  this  fact  there  are  many 
inftances,  where  men  (not  confcious  at  the  time  of 
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being  infe&ed)  have  had  frequent  intercourfe 
with  women,  and  that  for  feveral  days  after  the 
admiflion  of  thepoifon  without  doing  any  injury 
to  the  party  concerned : this  circumftance  alone 
is  fufficient  to  overturn  the  opinion  of  its  locality, 
for  if  the  poifon  was  really  lodged  and  confined 
within  the  mucus  of  the  urethra,  it  would  be 
impoffible  but  fome  part  of  it  muft  efcape  with 
the  latter  in  the  a£t  of  coition. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  as  the  mucus  of  the 
urethra  is  a pafiive  and  not  a ftationary  fubftance, 
the  confequence  is  abfolute,  that  the  venereal 
poifon  cannot  be  detained  in  it  for  the  length 
of  time  it  is  known  fometimes  to  lie  dormant, 
prior  to  its  effects,  and  therefore  the  opinion  of 
its  local  fituation  becomes  nugatory  and  void. 

To  account  for  and  explain  the  phenomena 
of  the  difeafe,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  the  fecond 
head,  and  under  that  the  refidence  of  the  poifon 
may  be  afeertained  without  the  aid  of  fpe- 
eulative  reafoning. 


There 
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Thre  are  but  two  kinds  .of  veffels  with  open 
extremities,  the  arteries,  properly  called  the 
exhalants,  the  lymphatics,  juftly  ftiled  the  in- 
halants; the  office  of  the  one  is  conftantly  to 
excrete,  of  the  other  as  conftantly  to  abforb; 
the  arteries  of  courfe  cannot  receive  the  poi- 
fon ; the  mucus  of  the  urethra  from  what  has 
been  already  determined  cannot  detain  it ; 
it  is  then  to  demonftration  certain,  that  the 
lymphatics  are  the  recepients  of  it. 

Here  we  might  reft  on  fure  ground;  but 
the  mind  attached  to  a favourite  hypothecs  - 

draws  every  thing  within  the  verge  of  its  own 

/ 

reafoning,  and  although  the  abforbent  office  of 
the  lymphatics  is  fully  admitted,  it  is  fuppof- 
ed  that  thofe  belonging  to  the  urethra,  either 
remain  ina&ive  or  repel  the  poifon,  and  on  fuch 
fuppofititious  ground  a too  prevalent  opinion  is 
erected;  that  the  venereal  poifon  is  taken  up  at 

ruptured 
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ruptured  furfaces  only,  that  is,  by  cellular  or 
interior  lymphatics ; from  whence  the  idea  of 
the  fuperficial  a&ion  of  the  poifon  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  fupported 
and  maintained.  I cannot  however  fee  a reafon 
for  thus  limiting  the  aCtion  of  the  lymphatics, 
on  the  contrary  many  againft  it : the  ftruCture 
and  office  of  thole  veffels  is  the  fame  in  every 
part  of  the  body,  they  adt  upon  one  general  prin- 
ciple, and  all  confpire  to  effeCt  one  and  the  fame 
end;  there  can  therefore  be  no  difference  between 

V _ , 

the  exterior  and  interior  lymphatics  except  in 
the  degree  of  their  abforbing  power,  and  that 
power  though  unequally  diffufed,  is  never  fo 
weakened  in  any  part  of  the  fyftem  (unlefs  un- 
der difeafe)  as  totally  to  prohibit  the  aCtion  of  any 
of  them.  The  lymphatics  of  the  cellular  cavities 
abforb  more  readily  than  thofe  of  the  epithelion 
or  cuticula  of  the  fauces,  alimentary  canal,  glans 
penis  or  urethra,  for  this  obvious  reafon, 
they  are  excluded  the  external  air,  and  are  lefs 
habituated  to  the  effeCts  of  different  ffimuli; 
thofe  on  the  cuticula  for  the  fanie  reafon  im~ 

bibe 


bibe  with  greater  facility  than  the  lymphatics 
of  the  cutis  veraj  and  thefe  degrees  of  the  ab- 
forbent  power  we  fee  verified  by  hourly  expe- 
rience : If  mercurius  prascipitatus  ruber  is  only 
fprinkled  on  the  cellular  lymphatics,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  ulcer,  it  is  frequently  taken  up  by  them 
and  a falivation  enfues;  calomel  flightly  preffed 
againfl  thofe  of  the  cuticula  of  the  fauces,  or 
alimentary  canal,  is  by  thein  abforbed  and  a fa- 
livatiort  is  the  confequence;  the  uriguentum  mfer- 
curiale  ftill  more  ftrongly  applied  to  the  lym- 
phatics of  the  cutis  vera  is  by  them  alfo  imbib- 
ed, and  the  fame  effed  is  produced : we  obferve 
then,  that  the  fame  body  is  taken  up  by  the 
feveral  orders  of  lymphatics  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  their  abforbent  powers  and  the 
force  with  which  fuch  body  is  applied  to  them ; 
events  which  clearly  demonftrate  there  is  no  na- 
tural incapacity  in  any  part  of  the  fyftem  on 
which  the  rejection  of  the  venereal  poifon  can 
be  reafonably  grounded,  and  confequently  that 
the  abforption  of  it  is  not  folely  confined  to  the 
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cellular  lymphatics,  or  what  is  vulgarly  called 
the  ruptured  furface. 

Many  other  arguments  might  be  adduced 
in  confirmation;  but  1 trull  thofe  already  ad- 
vanced, are  fufficient  to  eftabliih  this  general 
conclufion, " that  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea  lies  not  fuperficially  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  urethra,  but  is  taken  by  and  a&ually 
rcfides  in  the  lymphatic  vdfels  belonging  to  the 
membrane  of  it.  \ 

With  this  phyfiological  truth  I (hall  pro- 
ceed to  a defcription  of  the  diieafe  and  endeavour 
to  give  the  rationale  of  its  fymptoms,  as  depen- 
dent on  the  quality  of  the  poifon  and  the  func- 
gons  of  the  parts  on  which  it  operates. 

i 

The  virulent  gonorrhoea,  ilri&ly  fpeakitig,  is 
a difeafe  of  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  only ; 
and  in  its  mofl  incipient  date  extends  not  more 
than  an  inch  or  two  beyond  the  orifice  of  the 
penis;  this  is  the  firll  ftage  of  the  difeafe : 

but 
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bur,  if  from  negleS,  maltreatment  or  a naturally 
inflammatory  habit,  the  poifon  fhifts  its  ground 
and  contaminates  either  Cowper's  glands,  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  proftate  gland  or  {eminal 
veficles,  the  difeafe  will  then  include  more  parts 
than  the  urethra  and  become  complicated;  prior 
therefore  to  the  enumeration  of  the  lymptoms,  it 
will  be  expedient  to  divide  the  gonorrhoea  into 
genera;  in  doing  which  I fhall  not  imitate  thofe 
authors  who  have  diftinguifhed  it  into  five  or  fix 
feparate  fpecies,  the  terms  fimple  and  compound 
will  make  up  my  divifion,  and  I trufi:  they  will 
be  found  fufficiently  deferiptive  of  the  aifeafe  un- 
der its  feveral  fiages. 


Description  of  the  Simple  Gonorrhoea, 

Some  few  days  after  the  venereal  poifon  has  been 
received,  an  unufualiy  pungent  fenfation  is  felt 
near  the  glans  penis,  a thin  aqueous  difeharge 
ifTues  from  the  urethra,  which  on  the.linen  dif- 
covers  a yellowifh  tinge;  the  orifice  of  the  penis 
» _ _ looks 
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looks  red,  inflamed,  and  gapes  wider  than  ufual ; 
the  urine  firft  pafTes  warm,  afterwards  a fenfe 
of  fcalding  fupervenes,  at  which  time  the  laffc 
drops  give  exqujtite  pain;  in  a few  days  the 
running  increafes  in  quantity  and  is  of  a more 
uniform  yellow  colour:  as  the  difeafe  advances 
the  penis  becomes  painfully  diftorted,  a fymp- 
tom  well  known  by  the  name  of  chordee. 

Description  of  the  Compound 
GONORRHOEA. 

Whenever  the  venereal  poifon  fhifts  from 
it  original  feat  near  thp  glans  penis,  and  affedts 
either  Cowper’s  glands,  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
proflate  gland  or  feminal  veficles,  the  following 
train  of  fymptoms  make  their  appearance  be- 
tides thofe  already  mentioned  in  the  timple  lpe- 
cies,  as? 

A painful  heat  $nd  itching  in  perinaeo, 

A tirangury  or  frequent  inclination  to  make 
water,  attended  with  excruciating  pain,  the  urine 

patiing 
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pafiing  only  a few  drops  at  a time  and  thofe  of* 
ten  mixed  with  blood. 

I 

An  uneafy  fenfation  of  weight  and  preflure 
around  the  anus,  as  if  the  fasces  wanted  to  pals. 

Frequent  and  involuntary  emiflions  of  the 
femen  in  the  night,  with  exquifite  pain. 

i 

The  urethra  contracted  in  its  diameter,  ren- 
dering the  ftream  of  urine  unulually  fmall. 

The  running  increaled  in  quantity,  flows  hot, 
is  very  offenfive  and  of  various  colours,  as  deep 
yellow,  green  or  bloody. 

I . • % A • , * ' ’ 

The  above  fymptoms  accompany  this  fpecies 
more  or  lefs  according  to  the  number  of  the 
parts  difeafed,  and  the  degree  of  inflammation-. 

Agreeable  to  my  plan  I fhall  now  fhew, 
that  they  muff  all  neceflarily  arife  in  confequence 
of  the  acrimony  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  the 
ftrudture  of  the  parts  in  which  it  operates  to 

elucidate 
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elucidate  which  I (hall  take  a review  of  both 
the  Ample  and  compound  gonorrhoea. 


Review  of  the  Simple  Gonorrhoea. 

Although  the  eflence  or  fpecific  nature  of 
the  venereal  poifon  be  unknown,  obfervation 
and  experience  point  out  every  neceflary  infor- 
mation for  our  purpofe,  (viz.)  that  it  is  highly 
acrimonious  and  therefore  inflames  the  parts  on 
which  it  fixes. 

Upon  its  being  received  then  into  the  lym- 
phatic veflels  of  the  urethra,  it,  after  fome  fhort 
time,  firfl:  gently  ftimulates  thofe  veflels  and  with 
them  the  neighbouring  exhalents,  and  foon  in- 
duces a flight  inflammation  on  the  furface  of  the 
urethra ; in  confequence  of  which  ftimulus  amore 
copious  fecretion  of  the  mucus  of  the  paflage 
is  produced,  which  by  the  preternatural  heat  of 
the  parts  is  rendered  thin,  acrid  and  changed  in- 
to a yellowifh  hue. 

From  ... 


From  this  effect  of  the  poifon,  the  foft  rau- 
cous covering  of  the  urethra  is  altered  in  its 
confidence  and  quality,  and  the  membrane  of 
it  is  left  naked  and  expofed  to  the  (harp  irritat- 
ing falts  of  the  urine;  whence  that  burning 
heat  fo  familiarly  .exprefsed  by  the  Raiding  of 

i t 

the  water:  the  chordee  or  painful  didention  of 
the  penis,  is  alfo  explainable  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciple, for  the  urethra  cannot  be  inflamed  without 
differing  pain  whenever  it  is  put  on  the  dretch* 


Review  of  the  Compound 

GONORRHOEA. 

, . 

Heat  of  water,  yellow  coloured  running 
and  chordee,  are  then  the  pathognomonic  iymp- 
toms  of  Ample  gonorrhoea,  all  of  which  I have 
{hewn,  take  their  rife  from  the  acrid  quality  of 
the  poifon  railing  inflammation  on  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra,  and  abrading  or  otherwife  de'- 
droying  the  foft  mucous  covering  of  it:  the 
fymptems  peculiar  to  this  fpecies,  mud  likewife 
refult  from  the  a&ion  of  the  poifon  on  the  nic- 
ch  amfm 
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chanifm  and  funilions  of  the  parts  on  which  it 
fixes,  as j 


<*  A painful  heat  arid  itching  in  perin^o.” 

Cowper’s  glands  are  fituated  near  the  mem- 
branous part  of  the  urethra,  whenever  then  the 
poifon  extends  itfelf  towards  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  it  muft  contaminate  them  in  its  way  thi- 
ther, and  when  it  happens  they  are  infedted 
or  inflamed,  the  heat  and  itching  in  perinaso 
muft  ever  attend j this  is  the  firft  fymptom  of 
compound  gonorrhcea, 

“ A ftranguary  or  frequent  inclination  to 
make  water,  attended  with  excruciating  pain, 
the  urine  palling  only  a few  drops  at  a time  and 
thofe  often  mixed  with  blood.” 

Since  it  is  the  quality  of  the  venereal  poi- 
fon to  inflame  the  urethra  and  fo  to  abrade  and 
change  the  texture  of  its  mucous  covering  a$ 
to  occafion  the  heat  of  water  and  yellow  co- 

lnnred. 
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loured  difcharge,  which  is  obferved  in  the  fim- 
ple  gonorrhoea ; the  fame  effedts  and  in  greater 
degree  muff  happen,  when  the  poifon  either 
fixes  or  induces  inflammation  on  or  near  the  neck 
of  the  bladder^  for  as  its  ftrudture  is  fimilar  t( 
that  of  the  urethra,  a ftrangury  muft  inevitably 
enfue  whenever  its  mucous  covering  is  deftroy- 
ed,  for  the  bladder  is  never  intirely  emptied, 
and  therefore  fome  fmall  portion  of  urine  will 
be  conftantly  falling  on  its  neck,  and  give  fuch, 
irritation  as  to  produce  and  keep  up  that  fruit- 
lefs,  painful  and  conftant  endeavour  to  make 
water;  if  alfo  the  acrimony  of  the  poifpn  or  the 
inflammation  it  occafions,  fliould  corrode  or  de- 
ftroy  any  of  the  fine  blood-veflels,  the  urine 
will  of  courfe  be 'tinged  with  blood. 


“ An  uneafy  fenfation  of  weight  and  preffure 
around  the  anus,  as  if  the  fasces  wanted  to  pafs.” 


The  proftate  gland,  as  has  been  obferved,  fur- 
rounds  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  lies  in  im- 
mediate contaft  with  the  redfcum;  whenever  theii 

E it 


t 26  I 

it  is  ia&amed,  it  fircik,  grows  hard  ±ti&  pahi- 
fu3,  and  therefore  by  taking  up  more  room  id 
tills  its  enlarged  {bate.  It  m forae  degree  com- 
profits  the  redkim,  and  occdians  the  fame  kind 
of  fenfitioo  at  the  anas  (though  more  painful} 
as  when,  prompted  to.  go  to  iiool : from,  the 
fame  caufe  alfb  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  com- 
prefied  and  the  difficulty  of  making  water  in- 
created* 

« Feequekt  and  Involuntary  emiffious  oi 
femen.  in  the  night  with  exquifite  palm” 

As  the  lemma!  veficles  are  placed  between 
the  bladder  and  the  rednm,  and  their  du&s  per- 
forate the  urethra  amid#  thole  of  the  prod ate 
gland,  they  cannot  efoape  the  poifoii  or  its  in- 
fluence, whenever  it  fixes  high  up  the  urinary  p ul- 
lage; of  coude  they  are  often  drawn  into  difeaie 
by  confentof  parts;  and  as  every  IHmukis  ap- 
plied to  them  when  di  leafed  will  occafion  them 
to  a & independent  of  the  mind,  as  forcibly  as 
by  the  mo#  defirable  objedt,  involuntary  cmif- 
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jions  rural  neceflasily  happen,  and  be  very  pain— 
^ J°Qg  as  the  feminal  veSeks,  or  the  parts 
contiguous,,  remain  muds  inflamed. 

The  ur&ihra  contracted  in  its  diameter, 
rendering  the  ftiream  of  urine  anufually  finally* 

E x c e s s j v e inflammation  throughout  tire  uri- 
nary  paffege  mofl  ever  give  rife  to  this  fymptom, 
for  the  urethra  cannot  he  in  a generally  inflam- 
ed fiate  without  having  its  fuhftance  enlarg- 
ed ; of  courfe  its  diameter  mufi  be  ledened  and 
the  urine  iow  in  a proportionate  dream, 

# 

The  running  increafed  in  quantity,  daws 

hot,  is  very  ofFenfive  and  of  various  colours,  as 
deep  yellow,  green  or  bloody.” 

The  difebarge  in  the  compound  gonorrhoea 
is  often  in  a larger  quantity  than  in  the  fimplej 
for  in  this  fpecies  there  is  not  only  an  encreafed 
fecretion  from  the  exhalent  arteries  throughout 
the  urethra,  but  alfo  at  times  from  Cowper’s 

— — — — ,, . _ elands 
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glands,  the  proftate  gland  and  feminal  veiicles ; 
it  muft  likewife  flow  hot  and  be  offenflve  from 
the  high  degree  of  inflammation  prefen t;  and  be 
of  various  colours  according  to  the  (late  of  the 

parts  from  whence  it  iflues. 

. . I 

•'  . . ‘ • V . . , . J . 

The  above  enumerated  fymptoms  are  all 
which  can  arife  in  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  while 
the  poifon  is  confined  to  the  urinary  paflage; 
but  fo  equivocal  are  fometimes  the  fymptoms,  it 
is  impofiible  precifely  to  determine  the  exad 
fltuation  of  the  poifon  in  evdry  cafe  of  the  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea;  in  the  Ample  fpecies  it  is  very 
well  alcertained,  for  the  poifon  feldom  extends 
far  beyond  the  oriflce  of  the  penis ; but  in  the 
compound  the  fltuation  of  it  is  not  at  all  times 
fo  abfolutely  marked,  and  for  the  following  rea- 
ion  : the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  inclofed  by  the 
proftate  gland,  and  is  alio  in  near  connedion 
with  the  feminal  veiicles ; whenever  then  it  is 
inflamed,  the  two  latter  muft  in  fome  degree 
partake  from  that  confent,  which  parts  conti- 
guous 
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guous  are  known  to  have  with  each  other;  the 
poifon  may  therefore  be  fituated  in  one  part  of 
the  urethra,  and  its  effedts  be  felt  in  another, 
and  at  fome  diftance  from  it : we  muft  there- 
fore judge  of  the  parts  infedted  ip  the  com- 
pound gonorrhoea,  from  the  degree  ejnd  continu- 
ance of  the  inflammation  : If  the  inflammation 
is  recent  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  has  pro- 
bably for  its  caufe  excefs  of  inflammation  only 
on  the  whole  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  is  it- 
fclf  not  contaminated  with  the  poifon  ; this  is 
however,  but  a rare  circumstance ; but  if  thro’ 
negledt,  maltreatment  or  any  other  caufe,  the 
inflammation  is  Suffered  to  encreale  and  remain 
on  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  poifon  will  af- 
furedly  fix  itfelf  there,  and  unavoidably  extend 
its  baneful  influence  to  the  proftrate  gland  and 
feminal  veficles,  and  then  a truly  obftinate  and 
unhappy  cafe  muft  infue;  for  when  that  hap- 
pens, the  inflammation  runs  unufually  high  and 
cannot  from  the  nature  and  ftrudture  of  the 
parts  infected,  be  foon  enough  checked  to  pre- 
vent the  moft  ferious  confluences ; under  this 


Situation 
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atmtioo  of  the  difeafe,  the  difeharge  is  otter;, 
purtfeit,,  and  diners,  widely  in  its  character  and 
quality  fr the  Fanning  in  the  fimple  lpecies.. 


Thus  aiSertiant  renders  it  incumbent  cm  me 
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to  explain  the  difference  between  the  difdwge 
in  the  hmpie  and  compound  fpecies,,  and  in  what 
it  con  {iff s,  and  that  will  lead  me  to  inyeffigate 
the  fomrce  of  the  virulent  running. 

There  are  authors  of  thefirff  ccnfequence  ip 

• - • - • -V 

the  profelSon,  who  affert,  that  the  difeharge  in 
the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  produced  by  ulcer  or 
ulcers,  fomewhere  or  other  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fage : there  are  alfo  others  equally  as  refpedla- 

X \ , 

ble,  who  contend  that  ulcer  has  no  fhare  \n 
the  produ&ion  of  it:  fuch  point  blank  contrar 
di&ion  has  arifen  from  the  accidental  infpedtion 
of  bodies,  which  died  with  the  difeafe  upon 
them,  though  not  in  confequence  of  it  ; on 
fome  of  which  evident  ulceration  was  difeover- 
ed;  on  others  no  fuch  appearance  was  met  with; 


no 
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fib  certain  concliifion  can  then  be  drawn  -as  So 

j 

the  real  fburce  of  the  virulent  running  from  ei- 
ther of  the  above  aflerdons  when  viewed  toge- 
ther, but  it  is  I think  fair  to  admit  that  both 
opinions  may  be  occasionally  right. 

i . c'-'-  r ■-  ■'  i*  - V:  ‘ ' ’ '»" 

That  the  virulent  running  is  not  always 

•*  . . ' • , . v ; . • • . • r / . ! , * ; 

produced  by  ulcer,  is  very  certain.;  in  the  Am- 
ple gonorrhoea;  no  finch  caufe  for  it  ejdfts  (or 
very  rarely)  : la  this  diieafe  the  diicharge  is  li- 
terally an  iberealed  focreiion  only  of  the  natural 

a f 

omens  of  the  urethra,  which  is  changed  into  a 
yello  with  colour  hy  the  heat  and  inflammation 
of  the  parts;  for  in  this  fpocies  the  Inflammation 
is  never  either  of  violence  or  continuance  fuf- 
heient  to  predate  lilcer-. 

In  the  compound  gonorrhoea*  die  inflamma- 
tion is  not  confined  folely  to  the  urethra,  or  a 
fraiall  part  of  it,  for  Cowper’s  glands,  the  pro- 
late gland,  neck  of  the  bladder  and  feminal  vefi- 
cles  are  more  or  lefs  included  * part5;  which  from 
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their  exquifite  fenfation  and  complex  ifrudture 
cannot  at  all  times  receive  that  fpeedy  relief, 
which  is  neceffary  to  counteract  the  effects  of 
violent  and  long  continued  inflammation  : ul- 
cer or  excoriation  does  therefore  frequently  ac- 
company the  compound  gonorrhoea,  and  ex- 
perience juftifies  the  affertion,  for  ftri&ures  in 
the  urinary  paffage,  carnofities,  ohftinate  and  of- 
ten incurable  gleets  are  too  frequently  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea,  and  are 
but  feldom  if  ever  met  with  in  the  other. 

From  the  premifes,  this  inference  may  be 
drawn  refpedting  the  different  difcharges. 

That  ulcer  rarely  (if  ever)  forms  a part  of 
the  running  in  the  fimple  gonorrhoea ; 

But  that  ulcer  does  frequently  form  a part 
of  the  diftharge  in  the  compound  gonorrhoea. 

Having  now  defcribed  the  caufe,  feat  and 
fymptoms  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  I fhali 
proceed  in  a regular  order  to  the  cure  of  it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 


On  the  cure  the  of  virulent  conorrhoeX 
and  firft  on  the  Ample  fpecies. 


T HE  three  following  intentions  are  re- 


quired in  the  cure  of  every  virulent 
gonorrhoea; 


To  prevent  and  abate  inflammation^ 


To  expel  the  venereal  poifom 


* • , ■ 

To  reftore  the  weakened  parts  to  their  na- 
tural ftrength. 


The  firft  applies,  only  to  the  local  or  in- 
flaminatory  ftate  of  the  difeafe  and  compre- 

* ' . • * » . • . . i 

hends  topical  applications  and  regimen;  all 
\vhich  are  comprized  under  'the  four  fuble- 
tyient  heads^ 


J9 


To 


I 8r4  ] 


1.  To  wafli  well  the  parts. 

i j ||  *r  ^ 

' ; ■ i ?'* 4 . . i*  • . ,y  : • ; 

Cleanliness  is  of  gfoat  importance  in  the 
cure  of  this  as  well  as  every  other  difeafe ; the  pe- 
nis (hould  therefore  be  often  im merged  in  fome 
warm  foft  fluid,  as  a fomentation  to  the  part* 
as  well  as  to  wadi  away  the  poiion  which  other- 
wife  would  lodge  between  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce; and  endanger  a chancre  or  phimolis. 


If,  To  avoid  Violent  bxercife. 

Exeercise  af  ufed  to  exeefs  accelerates  the 
motion  of  die  blood,  and  difpofes  the  body  to 
inflammation.;  it : fKould"  therefore  be 'ufed  with 
great  moderation : on  horfe-back  indeed,  it 
fhould  be  if  poffible  totally  abdained  from ; for 
the  Weight  and  preffure  cif  the  body  on  the  pro- 
date gland  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  uha  - 

4 • . ■ ' • •'  ^ • .v  f , V - 

voidable  efFedf  of  that  amufefnent,  is  very  apt 
by  the  irritation  it  occasions'  to  invite  the  in- 
flammation on  the  urethra  to  thofe  parts. 


m1* 


III.  To  avoid  Iniemperance, 

On  this  head  I /hall  not  enlarge,  for  every 
one  mull  know  that  rich  difhes  and  wine  great- 
ly contribute  to  heat  and  inflame  the  blood. 


r- 


IV.  To  dilute  freely  with  fmall  fmooth  li- 
quors, and  to  keep  the  bowels  lax  ative. 

‘ ' * T ♦ i • r ‘ , 

To  fubdue  inflammation  early  in  this  difeaip, 
is  tbe  fure  way  to  cure  fpeedily ; fmall  fmooth  li- 
quors fhonld  therefore  be  plentifully  drank;  from 
their  diuretic  quality,  they  quickly  pafs  through 
tire  kidneys,  dilute  the  urine  and  render  its  faffs 
Jefs  ftimulating  tq  the  naked  and  inflamed  ure- 
thra; by  which  eife&,  the  heat  of  water  and  every 
other  painful  fymptom  becomes  mitigated:  keep- 
ing the  bowels  always  gently  laxative  is  fikewife 
abfolutely  neceffary,  for  the  body  is  more 
generally  cooled  by  that  means  than  any  other. 


These  are  general  diredio.ns  and  fuited  to 
every  flage  of  the  virulent  gonorrhma;  in  the 

Ample 
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fimple  fpecies  however,  the  more  rigid  parts 
of  them  may,  at  times,  perhaps  be  difpenfed 
with. 


*f  The  fecond  intention  is  to  expel  the  vene- 
real poifon.” 

It  is  an  axiom  that  effects  cannot  ceafe, 
while  their  caufe  remains ; the  necefhty  of  ex- 
pelling the  venereal  poifon  for  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe,  is  therefore  felf-evident  but  as  the  fa- 
culty differ  in  their  opinions  as  to  the  mode  of 
obtaining  that  important  end,  I fhall  endeavour 
to  point  out  in  what  that  difference  confifts,  and 
to  fhew  there  is  only  one  method  which  can  in- 
fure  permanent  luccefs  in  all  cafes. 

There  are  at  this  time  exifting  three  very 
different  opinions  refpedting  the  cure  of  this 

difeafe. 

{ , 

I.  That  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea*  is  ffilely  confined  to  the  mucus 
^ .11 \vhicl^ 


E 37  ] 

>vhich  lines  the  urethra,  and  is  therefore  fo  lo- 
cally fituated  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  as 
to  be  within  the  reach  of  topical  remedies ; con- 
fequently  that  injection  is  alone  required  for  its 
cure.  f 

II.  That  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  an  ef- 
fort of  nature  to  caft  out  the  venereal  poifon, 
and  therefore  if  left  to  itfelf,  with  the  affiftancp 
of  common  regimen,  it  works  its  own  cure. 


t 


1* 


il 


III.  That  it  is  a difeafe  which  may  extend 

itfelf  beyond  the  urinary  paffage  and  produce 

* ' * * 

a pox  j.  of  courfe  that  mercury  in  fome  fhape  or 
other  is  at  all  times  required  for  its  fafe  cure. 

Against  the  firft,  I fhall  oppofe  what  has 
been  advanced  in  the  former  part  of  this  effay  ; 
(viz.)  that  the  poifon  lies  not  an  extrane- 
ous body  confined  to  the  mere  furface  of  the 

i 

urethra,  but  a&ually  refides  within  the  lympha- 
tic veffels  which  belong  to  its  membrane;  from 
■whence  I conclude  the  ufe  of  inje&ion  for  the 


cure 


[ } 

cure  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  to  be  in  ah 
cafes  highly  dangerous  ; for  as  the  poifon  cer- 
tainly lies  not  within  the  reach  of  their  fuper- 
hcial  adtion,  and  it  is  their  peculiar  property 
to  conftringe  and  purfe  up  the  yefTels  which  open 
on  the  lurfaee  of  the  urethra,  they  mufl  oblige 
the  poifon  to  pafs  on  into  the  general  circula- 
tion and  produce  a pox,  or  otherwife  fo  ffiut  it 
up  in  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  urethra,  as  to 
occafton  much  mifehief  on  fome  future  day. 


I know  it  will  be  urged  in  defence  of  the 
locality  of  the  poifon  as  above-mentioned,  and 
likewife  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  prac- 
tice founded  on  it,  that  if  the  poifon  was  really 
» , • 
taken  into  the  lymphatic  veffels,  from  the  known 

office  of  the  latter,  a pox  would  be  the  inevi- 
table confequence  of  every  virulent  gonorrhoea  ; 
an  effedt  which  it  is  laid  but  very  fddom  if  ever 
happens.  The  reafoning  is  plaufible,  but  de- 

i ' 

luhve ; it  is  certain  a pox  is  not  fo  often  the 
confequence  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  as  might 

reafonably 
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reafonably  be  expeded  from  the  office  ‘of  the 
lymphatic  veftels;  it  is  however  as  certain  that 
it  much  oftener  takes  place  than  is  commonly 
imagined  or  even  given  credit  to  ; from  my  own 
experience  (and  that  of  many  years  ftanding)  I 
can  fpeak.  to  the  fad:  in  a great  variety  of  inftan- 
ces:  but  admit  the  argument  and  what  does  it 
eftablifh  ? nothing  furely  in  fupport  of  the  cure 
by  injedion  ; for  was  it  really  true  that  a pox  is 
but  feldom  if  ever  the  confequence  of  the  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea,  the  infrequency  of  fuch  an  ef- 
fed,  inftead  of  pleading  in  favour  of  injedion, 
would  make  ftrongly  again  ft  it;  for  it  would  at 
once  prove  that  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  the 
only  fecurity  againft  general  infedxon,  and  as 
being  therefore  a falutary  difeafo  ought  rather 
to  be  encouraged  than  reftrained.  The  cure 
by  injedion,  cannot  then  maintain  its  ground: 
on  any  principle. 

The  fecond  opinion  “ that  it  is  a difeafej; 
ivhich  if  left  to  itlelf  with  the  aftiftance  of  com- 

r , , 

tnon  tegimenj  works  its  own  cure>”  ihough 


r 
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affuredly  lefs  exceptionable  than  the  former,  is 
yet  too  dangerous  a one  to  be  generally  ad- 
mitted. 


That  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  the  effort 
of  nature  to  expel  the  venereal  poifon,  is  beyond 
all  doubt,  for  the  difcharge  (as  appears  fromits  in- 
fectious quality)  contains  a portion  of  the  poifon 
received,  and  confequently  to  a degree  proves  its 
own  exit : but  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that 

4'1 

the  whole  of  the  poifon  originally  taken  up  is 
carried  off  in  that  eafy  way.  We  are  too  much 

r * 

in  the  dark  refpeCting  the  aflimilating  power  of 
the  poifon,  as  well  as  the  fecret  operation  and 
conveyance  of  it,  to  be  able  even  in  the  mofl  mo- 
derate virulent  gonorrhoea  to  pronounce,  that  it 
penetrates  no  farther  into  the  habit  than  the  lym- 
phatic  veffels  of  the  urethra ; and  as  our  opinion 
is  confequently  founded  on  uncertainty,  it  muff 

ever  be  doubtful  whether  the  poifon  does  receive 
.•  ' ' ' ' • • ' 
a total  expulfion  if  left  to  the  difcharge  only  : In 

. i N . i\  . t . • 1 . . * 

the  generality  of  cafes,  there  is  every  reafon  to  be- 
liever 
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lieve  it  docs  not ; for  as  the  poifon  is  beyond  all 
doubt  taken  up  by  the  lymphatic  vedels  of  the 
urethra,  andoccafionally  remains  in  them  for  the 


fpace  of  fix,  ten,  fourteen  or  more  days  before, 
it  produces  the  difeale,  it  is  impofiible  to  fay 
how  far  under  fuch  a lapfe  of  time  the  poifon 
may  be  difFuled  into  the  correfponding  velfels 
of  courfe  we  mud:  be  ignorant  of  what  becomes 
of  it  from  its  being  fird  abforbed  to  its  produc- 
ing its  effects  in  the  form  of  gonorrhoea,  and 
therefore  cannot  abfolutely  declare  that  the  foun- 
dation of  a pox  is  not  laid  before  the  gonorrhoea 
commences. 


That  the  poifon  is  often  dationary  in  the 
lymphatic  velfels  of  the  urethra  is  very  certain, 
or  otherwife  a pox  would  much  oftener  fucceed 
the  gonorrhoea  than  experience  tedifies  ; and  I 
hope  hereafter  to  make  it  appear  probable,  that 
its  being  fo,  gives  rile  to  the  proximate  caufe  of 
the  difeafe  : on  the  contrary  I am  convinced  it 
remains  not  always  in  that  local  and  confined 

G datej 
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{fate : for  I have  many  times  feen  die  confirmed 
lues  venerea  after  iofo&ious  commerce,  in  fub- 
je<£fcs  on  whom  1 could  not  trace  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  poifon  by  any  of  the  commonly  re- 
ceived inlets,  no  raptured  furface,  no  bilbo;  and 
yet  the  copper  coloured  fpol,  ulcerated  fcosM 
and  true  nodurnal  pain,  the  pathognomonic 
marks  of  the  difeafe  have  clearly  appeared. 
There  can  be  no  pofidve  fecurity  againft  gene- 
ral infecHon,  when  the  poilba  is  once  admitted 
into  any  part  of  the  lymphatic  iyllem  ; for  after 
that  period,  the  progreis  and  effects  of  it  icuft 
ever  be  uncertain;  and  therefore  although  na- 
ture (call  it  what  you  will  the  vis  xnedicatrix) 
for  the  moil  part  attempts  to  difcharge  it  by  the 
nearell  outlet,  as  in  the  gonorrhoea,  into  the 
urinary  pafiage,  it  mud:  ever  be  extremely  pre- 
carious, whether  {he  expels  the  whole  of  it  by 
that  channel. 

Here  I fhall  make  a foort  digreffion. 


Wha* 
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What  Isas  contributed  not  a little  to  influ- 
ence the  minds  of  the  uninformed  in  favour  of 
leaving  nature  to  herfelf  in  the  cure  of  this  .dif- 
eafe,  has  been  a whimfica!  notion  that  the  poi- 
fon  which  conftitutes  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  is 
innocent  in  its  quality : extraordinary  as  it  may 
appear,  there  are  phyficians  and  furgeons,  high 
in  profefftonal  efteem,  who  hetitaie  not  to  de- 
clare that  the  poifbn  which  creates  the  pox,  is 
different  in  its  nature  from  that  which  produ- 
ces the  gonorrhoea ; in  other  words,  that  the 
poifbn  in  the  latter  difeafe  is  innocent  and  ne- 
ver produces  a pox  ; now  was  there  really  fuch 
a difference  in  the  quality  of  the  poifon,  it  would 
effectually  cover  every  objection  I have  hitherto 
railed  againft  the  topical  cure  of  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea : but  it  is  an  opinion  too  romantic 
to  be  intitled  to  a ferious  difeuffion  ; common 
fenfe  refutes  the  affertion;  experience  I aver 
does  daily ; for  a pox  is  frequently  the  confe- 
quenceof  an  ill-treated  or  negleCted  gonorrhoea, 

particularly 
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particularly  the  compound;  and  indeed  it  muft 
frequently  happen,  for  the  two  difeafes  differ 
only  as  to  the  more  general  or  local  fituation  of 
the  poifon,  the  latter  being  in  its  nature  in- 
fcrmficSUy  the  fame  in  both. 


To  return.  The  commencement  of  the 
virulent  gonorrhoea  fhews  then  the  adtivity  of 
the  poifon,  and  that  it  in  general  directs  its 
force  again  ft  the  parts  it  firft  fixes  on  ; from 
which  effedt,  the  body  at  large  is  lefs  liable  to 
injury  from  it:  the  breaking  forth  of  the  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea  does  therefore  in  part  confirm 
the  locality  of  the  poifon,  becaufe  the  infedtious 
difcharge  inconteftibly  proves  its  exiftence  at 
the  time  in  the  urinary  paffage ; but  it  does 
not  prove  that  the  poifon  muft  be  totally 
eradicated  by.  it,  or  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
it  to  be  conveyed  into  the  blood:  againft  the 
latter  the  common  effedt  of  a prematurely 
luppreffed  running  is  fufficient  evidence,  the 


com- 


commencement  of  a bubo;  an  appearance  which 
abfolutely  declares  that  the  poifon  at  that  time 
is  no  lodger  confined  to  the  urethra  itfelf. 

From  what  has  been  hitherto  faid,  I do  not 
deny  that  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  a local  dif- 
eafe;  I contend  only  for  its  being  fo  in  a limited 

t 

fenfe;  if  it  breaks  forth  very  early  after  infec- 
tious commerce,  the  poifon  is  then  perhaps  con- 
fined within  the  lymphatics  of  the  urethra,  and 
of  courfe  occupies  but  a very  fmall  part  of  the 
body:  nor  do  I deny  that  the  virulent  gonorrhoea 
cures  itfelf ; in  many  inftances  it  afluredly  does. 

4 

% 

The  venereal  poifon  either  in  or  immediately 
after  coition,  is  abforbed  by  the  lymphatic  vef- 
fels  of  the  urethra,  and  the  perfon  fo  infedted 
is  from  that  inftant  fubjedted  at  fome  future 
period  to  an  inevitable  pox,  or  virulent  gonor- 
rhoea ; for  the  poifon  when  once  received  mull 


I 
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pais  on  with  the  fluids  of  thole  yexleis  Into, 
the  receptacuLum.  chili,  and  from  thence  into, 
the  general  circulation  and  produce  the  former*, 
or  if  mult  by  its  ftimulus  fo  ad  upon  them,  as 
to  invert  their  natural  adion  and  oblige  them  to 
return  their  contents  into  tf*e  urinary  paflage 
and  occaflon  the  latter:  this  laft  efled  of  the 
poifon  I conceive  to  be  the  proximate  cauie 
of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  j and  as  fiich  will  ex- 
plain the  phenomena  of  the  difeafe,  on  a more 
rational  principle  than  can  be  derived  from  any 
fuperficial  adion  of  it.  It  will  account  for 
the  interval  of  time  between  the  reception 
of  the  poifon  and  its  fubfequent  adion it 
will  account  for  a pox  being  fometimes  the 
confequence  of  recent  infedion  and  at  others 
not,  without  having  recourfe  to  ruptured  fur- 

* '•*  **  t 

faces 5 and  it  will  prove  that  the  virulent  gonor- 
rhoea is  a very  material  iecurity  againfl:  general 
infedion. 

•.  <•  * 4 

I am  aware  that  two  apparently  very  forcible 
ebjedions  arife  againfl:  this  theory ; one  “ that 

we 


we  have  no  politive  proof  that  any  fuch  inverted 
n(95on  ever  takes  place;7'  the  other  « that  the 
lympliatk  veSels  are  purpofely  contrived  of  val- 
Vular  iinrdhire  to  prevent  mverfion*” 

From  the  extreme  rainutenefs  of  the  inci- 
pient lymphatics,  it  is  certain  we  can  have  no 
positive  proof  of  their  Inverfion,  at  being  impof- 
hble  to  bring  it  within  ocular  demonstration; 
but  if  it  can  be  fhewa  that  other  parts  of  the 
body  of  fomewhat  hmilar  foiu3ure  are  capable 
of  retrogade  motion*,  and  that  evident  to  our 
fenfes,  it  will  not  be  unreafonable  to  conclude 
by  analogy  that  the  lymphatic  veflels  are.  pof- 
feilai  of  the  fame  powers . 


The  fibres  of  the  fiomach  and  intcfhncs 
are  formed  for  progreffive  a&ion,  and  if  left  to 
their  natural  impulfe,  invariably  propel  their 
contents  one  and  the  fame  way;  upon  the  ?p- 
plication  however  of  particular  ftimuli  to  them, 

they  fuffer  an  inverfion  of  their  natural,  action. 

- * 
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and  turn  their  contents  in  a retrograde  courle « 
inftanced  in  the  former  by  the  common  effeCt 
of  emetics,  and  in  the  latter  by  corrupt  bile  or 
other  acrid  fubftances  in  the  well  known  cafe? 
of  cholera  morbus  and  pafiio  iliaca. 

The  lymphatic  veffels  are  framed  likewife  for 

••V.  % 

progreffive  aCtion,  and  if  unmolefted  as  invariably 
pafs  on  their  fluids  to  the  receptaculum  chili : 
there  appears  therefore  to  be  fome  refemblance 
in  the  ftruCture  of  the  inteflinal  tube  and  the 
lymphatic  veffels  j for  they  both  (unlike  every 
other  veffel  of  the  body)  circulate  their  contents 

(if  i may  be  allowed  the  expreflion)  by  the  force 

. 

of  their  own  fibres,  and  the  affiftance  of  muf- 
cular  and  arterial  compreffion.  From  fuch  a 
fimilarity  of  ftrudture,  may  reafonably  be  ex- 
pected a fimiliarity  of  aCtion,  and  as  the  fto  - 
mach  and  inteftines  do  fuffer  a retrograde 
motion  upon  the  application  of  particular  fti- 
muli,  it  is  more  than’  prefumptive  that  the 
lymphatic  veffels  on  the  furfaces  may  be  in  like 
manner  affected  by  the  venereal  poifon; 


That 


That  the  lymphatics  are  purpofely  contriv- 
ed of  valvular  ftrudture  to  prevent  inverficn,  is 
likewile  true ; and  as  an  objection  to  what  I 

have  advanced,  would  affuredly  avail,  was  it 
' * * * ■ . 

confined  to  the  larger  feries  of  thofe  vefiels ; 

but  from  the  obfervations  of  that  accurate  and 
ihgenious  anatomifb,  the  late  Mr.  Hewfon,  it 
appears  the  nearer  the  lymphatics  are  traced  tcf 
their  origin,  the  fewer  valves  are  difcovered  iri 
them ; for  he  remarks  that  he  found  them  more 
numerous  in  the  thigh  than  in  the  leg  ; if  there- 
fore  the  decreafing  ratio  is  carried  on  to  their 
capillary  extenfions  near  the  different  furfaces,’ 
the  natural  deduction  is,  that  they  are  there 
deftitute  of  them ; and  the  conclufion  is  render- 
ed the  more  probable  from  the  deiign  and  ufc 
of  the  valves,  which  is  to  ftippbrt  a column  of 
fluid  in  its  afceftt  againfl:  its  own  gravity : iri 
the  larger  feries  of  lymphatics  where  the  co- 
lumn of  fluid  is  of  cbiirfe  bulky,  valves  are  irf- 
difpinfibly  neceffary  i and  for  that  reafon  it  is 
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they  are  fo  very  plentifully  ftored  with  them • 
in  the  capillary  lymphatics,  for  the  reverfe  rea- 

fon  they  are  not  wanted. 

• *-  - • ' -n'-i.  ■ _ ' : ijnr. 

\ ' • 
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But  not  to  reft  intirely  on  this  argument  : 
admit  that  the  capillary  lymphatics  'are  valvu- 
lar, and  it  does  not  from  thence  follow  as  an 
abfolute  confequence  that  they  are  incapable 
of  inverlion:  if  the  former  allufion  is  again  -car- 
ried to  the  inteftinal  canal,  and  the  fame  ana- 
logical reafoning  is  continued,  it  will  appear 
otherwife;  for  it  may  be  fhewn  that  the  valves 
themfelves  are  fometimes  inverted.  The  valve 
belonging  to  the  pylorus,  and  that  alfo  which 
is  inferred  in  the  colon,  though  contrived  to 
prevent  regurgitation,  are  well  known  to  fuf- 
•fer  inverfion  from  a variety  of  caufes ; why  not 
therefore  fuppofe  that  the  lymphatics  and  their 
valves  are  capable  of  the  fame  retrograde  adlion. 
The  late  Mr.  Darwin,  in  a judicious  treatife  on 
this  fubjedt  has  explained  many  phasnomena  be- 
longing to  the  animal  ceconomy  upon  that  prin- 
ij — : fcinle  i 


Oiple,  and  though  he  was  not  able  from  the 
extreme  minutenefs  of  the  capillary  lymphatics, 
to  bring  his  remarks  and  obfervations  within 
demonftrable  proof,  he  has  fupported  his  theory 
on  as  good  and  found  reafoning  as  the  minutias  I 
of  phyfiological  enquiries  in  the  general  ftand 

upon  : in  a word,  I can  fee  no  harm  that  can  a- 

. • ■ - . ...  ' . 

rife  from  adopting  an  inverfion  of  the  lympha- 
tics as  the  proximate  caufe  of  the  virulent  gonor-  j 
rhcea;  on  the  contrary,  much  good  I think  may  f 
arife  from  it ; for  it  will  put  us  on  confidering  !| 
the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  as  a falutary  effort  of  ; 

nature  to  expel  the  poifon  ; and  will  alfo  deter-  | 

« ■ 

mine  our  judgment  how  far  we  ought  to  truft  j 
to  prophyladlic  remedies  ; for  their  virtues  rnufl  i 
depend  on  their  power  of  anticipating  the  ef-  1 
fedts  of  the 'poifon,  by  inverting  the  adtion  of  J 
the  lymphatics  and  by  that  means  procuring  a | 
more  immediate  difeharge  of  the  poifon,  than  j 
probably  could  have  been  brought  about  bj-  be- 
ing left  to  its  own  adtion  : it  is  on  this  princi- 
ple, if  any,  that  the  injedtion  with  cauftic  alkali  I 

fucceeds,  i1 
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fucceeas ; and  alfo  the  cauftic  when  applied  to 
cut  off  from  the  habit  the  poifon  in  an  inci-r 
pient  chancre.  But  place  not  too  implicit  coqT 
£dence  in  either. 


From  fuch  an  effedt  of  the  poifon  then. 


it  is  poflible  for  it  to  occalion  its  own  expul- 
sion ; for  it  may  in  the  recent  Hate  of  its  re- 
ception, fo  aft  upon  the  lymphatic  velfels  as  to 


oblige  them  to  difgorge  before  it  has  penetrat- 


n 


ed  into  the  habit:  in  this  view  a gonorrhoea  may 


Cure  itfelf ; but  as  fuch  a falutary  effedt  of  the 
poifon  mud  be  too  uncertain  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  difeafed  ip  all  cafes,  the  truding  the  intire 
eradication  of  it  to  nature,  mud  be  extremely 
hazardous,  and  ought  therefore  on  mature  deli- 
beratipn  to  be  rejected. 


,(y  That  it  is  a difeafe  which  may  extend  it- 
felf beyond  the  urethra,  and  produce  a pox ; of 
courfe  that  mercury  is  at  all  times  required  for 
the  fafe  cure  of  it.’* 
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In  this  opinion  I coincide,  and  fhall  endea- 
vour to  point  out  the 
mercury  fhould  always  be  complied  with. 

It  is  univerfajly  allowed,  that  mercury  is  the 
only  fpecific  to  be  depended  upon  againfl:  the 
incroachments  and  pernicious  effects  of  the  ve- 
nereal poifon;  it  requires  then  only  to  be  proved, 
that  a pox  may  arife  from  a gonorrhoea,  to  ren- 
der its  ufe  (proportionately)  as  neceifary  in  the 
one  difeafe  as  the  other, 

, ■ “ • . 1 ' f j ' 7 " * »»*.,  ■ r>u.  . i . r I 
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In  the  preceding  pages,  I have  intimated  that 
although  a gonorrhoea  may  in  fome  inftances 
^ure  itfelf,  it  is  improbable,  nay  impoflible  it 
fhould  do  to  in  the  generality  of  cafes;  and  fuch 
intimation  has  been  drawn,  I truft  from  a juil 
datum,  viz.  that  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  vir- 
ulent gonorrhoea  reftdes  in  the  lymphatic  veflels 
of  the  urethra,  and  may  in  part  from  any  thing 
we  know  to  the  contrary,  be  conveyed  with  their 
fluids  into  the  blood:  the  truth  of  this  datum 

. being; 


reafon  why  the  ufe  of 

• • 7 •** 


f 
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being  granted  then,  there  cannot  be  a doubt 
but  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  to  a degree  as  requiTite 

in  the  cure  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  as  for  the 

.n. :v;  ii-d  ; • , 

pox. 

Her£  however  I would  have- it  uriderdood, 

rt 

I mean  hot:to  infer  that  mercury  shafts. in  the 
cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  by  dedroying  the  nox- 
ious  quality  of  the  poilbn,-  <?r  by  applying  itfelf 
to  the  parts  affedted ; far  othervvife;  >ft  has  no 
fuch  power,  but  adts  on  a different  ..principle. 
From  the  phyfiology  already  given  of  the  vaf- 
cular  fydems,  it  appeared,  that  the  lymphatic 
conveys  every  thing  into  the  blood,  the  arterial 
every  thing  out  of  it:  in  whatever  way  then  mer- 
cury is  introduced,  it  mud  perfue  the  rout 
of  the  chyle,  and  be  with  it  didrib  uted  all  over 
the  body;  it  can  then  reach  the  urethra  by  thofe 
arterial  branches  only  which  terminate  on  its 
furface,  and  as  it  poffeffes  no  power  of  dedroying 
the  poifon  by  contact,  it  can  of  courfe  have  no 
effedt  upon  the  difcharge  when  it  arrives 
there.  The  ufe  of  mercury  in  the  gonor- 
---f : - rhcea. 


rhcea,  is  only  to  guard  the  con  dilution  a- 
gainft  a pox,  by  expelling  at  the  different  fur- 
face’s  the  poifon,  which  during  the  continuance 
of  the  difeafe  is  fecretly  conveyed  through  the 

' • 4 

lymphatic  veffels  into  the  hlood.  Mercury  has 

m J -i  m 

therefore  a negative  virtue  with  refped  to  the 
cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  itfelf ; for  it  ads  not  up- 
on the  poifon  refident  in  the  urinary  paffage,  but 
eradicates  that  portion  of  it  from  the  body  which 

• '.'**,**  J 

the  difcharge  from  the  urethra  cannot  effed  ; it 
interferes  not  with  the  local  operation  of  the 
poifon,  but  joined  with  the  difeafe  counterads 

' — - • - v 

every  poffible  bad  effed  of  it  in  future. 


A well,  regulated  gonorrhoea  is  then  of  infi- 
nite importance  to  the  difeafed ; and  if  a difcreet 
ufe  of  mercury  is  joined  with  it,  a fafe  and 
infallible  cure  of  the  difeafe  muff  infue  ; an 
event  which  1 aver  is  not  to  be  obtained  with 
the  fame  certainty  by  the  gonorrhoea  left  to  it- 
fe]f,  by  injedions,  or  b-y  any  other  remedy. 
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By  fome  it  may  be  faid,  as  mercury  fo  readily 

expells  the*poifon  from  the  blood,  why  not  at 

once  get  rid  of  fo  loathfome  and  painful  a dif- 

eafe  as  the  gonorrhoea,  and  trufl:  afterwards  to 

the  fpecifical  virtues  of  that  ineflimable  drug  ? 

the  plea  coincides  with  the  fentiments  of  young 

. » • » • 
men,  and  if  I miftake  not,  is  the  fhield  under 
» s • 
which  many  of  the  topical  curers  of  the  difeafe 

fhelter  themfelves ; for  there  are  but  few  if  any 

of  them  (as  if  confcious  of  fome  uncertainty  as  to 

the  fuperficial  fltuation  of  the  poifon,  or  defed  in 

the  operations  of  nature)  who  trufl;  altogether  to 

local  remedies,  but  adminifter  mercury  under 

fome  difguifed  fhape  or  other.  It  is  an  experi- 

t > 

ment  however  of  dangerous  tendency:  the  poifon 
when  abforbed  at  the  furface  of  the  body,  has 
a long  way  to  travel ; We  know  not  by  any  re- 
gular data,  the  velocity  with  which  the  lym* 
phatic  veflels  prefs  on  their  fluids ; and  as  the 
progrefs  of  the  poifon  is  not  aififled  but  re- 
trained by  thofe  applications  Which  aTe  ufed 
to  flop  the  difcharge  in  the  gon'orrhcea,  the  poi- 

fori 
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Ion  may  not  reach  the  circulation  within  the 

time  that  mercurials  are  allotted  for  the  re- 

« 

moval  of  it;  and  when  the  local  effects  of  the  poi- 
fon  are  once  removed,  and  no  marks  of  its  more 
general  influence  are  perceived,  the  practitioner 
is  infenfibly  lead  into  fecurity,  and  from  that 
inflant  deiifts  in  his  mercurial  courfe:  but  if  he 
will  attend  to  the  confequences  of  fuch  practice, 
and  be  candid  enough  to  acknowledge  them, 
he  will  too  often  And  fome  fymptom  or  other 

of  pox  make  its  appearance  in  the  courfe  of  a few 

■ 

months.  In  other  difeafes  we  daily  experience 
the  ill  effects  of  checking  the  operations  of  na- 
ture : in  this  it  is  peculiarly  pernicious ; for 
every  atom  of  the  venereal  poi  fon  which  is  not 
expelled  by  the  difcharge  in  the  gonorrhoea, 
muft  fooner  or  latter  be  diffufed  through  the 
whole  habit ; and  therefore  that  practice  which 
obliges  the  poifon  to  pafs  from  the  urethra  in- 
to the  blood,  to  obviate  a local  and  temporary 
inconvenience;  muft  ever  be  attended  with  haz- 
ard; and  often  with  very  ferious  effects. 


i 


' N 
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On  the  contrary  it  is  alledged  by  others,  thaf 

i . * 

mercury  is  inimical  to  the  conftitution  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  given  in  the  gonor- 
rhoea: it  is  however  ail  aflertion  as  a general 
one,  not  Founded  in  fa£t ; for  mercury  does  not 
neceffarily  produce  the  pernicious  effects  fo  often 

f ...  • . 

recorded  of  it:  under  proper  management  it  is 
as  fafe  as  it  is  lalutary:  the  chymical  prepara- 
tions of  it  indeed  are  acrid  and  a£t  violently  on 
fome  conftitutions ; for  even  calomel  the  mildeft 
faline  preparation  of  it,  often  gripes  and  greatly 
enervates ; but  here  furely  the  mercury  is  not 
to  blame,  it  is  rather  the  menftruum  in  which 
it  is  diflfolved  that  does  the  mifchief:  in  its  fim- 
ple  date  it  pafles  the  flomach  and  bowels  with- 
out difturbance  and  produces  its  anti-venereal 
effects  with  as  much  certainty  as  any  of  the 
boafted  combinations  of  it: 


In  fimple  mercury  we  have  then  a certain 
and  innocent  fpecific  againft  every  poflibie  en- 
croachment 
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croachment  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea. 

• ■ r» 

The  following  formula  will  be  found  as  ge- 
nerally fuccefsful  as  any. 

R.  Argent:  Viv: 

Extradt:  cathart:  moll:  aa  drach- 
mas duas 

Terebinth:  Venet:  drachmam  di- 
midiam 

Pulv  : Jallap:  q s, 

Primo  argentum  cum  terebinthina  tere,  deinde 
omnia  fimul  in  malfam  contunde: 

The  keeping  the  redlum  free  from  indu- 
rated faeces  under  every  Rage  of  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  from  its  im- 
mediate connection  with  the  proftate  gland  and 
neck  of  the  bladder;  from  five  to  ten  grains 
of  the  preferibed  mafs  fhould  therefore  be  taken 
every  night  and  morning  from  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  fo  as  to  produce  a laxative  effedt; 
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beyond  that  mutt  be  avoided ; for  violent  purg- 
ing promotes  a reabforption  of  the  poifon, 
dimulates  the  already  inflamed  parts,  and  more 
certainly  entails  a gleet  upon  the  infected,  than 
the  difeafe  itfelf. 


The  above  advifed  regimen  and  mercurial 

fhould  be  continued  until  the  venereal  poifon 

is  expelled;  an  event  which  generally  takes 

place  in  the  fimple  gonorrhoea  in  about  three 

weeks  or  a month;  unlefs  a Angularity  of  habit  or 
' ' * \ 
want  of  care  prevents  it ; and  it  is  known  by  the 
. 1 ' * . 
abfence  of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  as  heat  of 

water  (or  more  properly  the  fealding  of  the  wa- 

’ i 

■{er,  for  fome  degree  of  heat  and  tepdernefs  in 
the  paflage  will  fometimes  remain  long  after  the 
infection  is  removed)  and  chordee;  and  alfo  by  an 
alteration  in  the  difeharge  both  as  to  colour  and 
confidence,  which  this  period  loofes  much  of 

Its  yellow  cad  and  becomes  rather  tenacious, 

• J 1 1 ■■■•  11  • .A 
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f?  The  third  intention  is  to  reftore  the  weak- 
ened parts  to  their  natural  Arength.” 

J 

As  Toon  as  the  venereal  poifon  is  expelled, 
the  painful  fymptoms  fubfide,  and  the  difcharge 
puts  on  a whitifh  colour  and  a tenacious  con- 
fluence i in  many  cafe§  the  difcharge  difappears 
with  the  infection  ; but  it  much  oftener  flows 
in  a very  conflderable  quantity,  and  that  owing 
to  the  relaxed  flate  of  the  veflels  of  the  urethra  : 
it  will  be  neceflary  therefore  to  gently  con- 
ftringe  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  and  brace 
up  the  mouths  of  its  weakened  veflels.  Bal- 
famic  medicines  and  a more  generous  diet  will 
generally  fucceed;  for,  from  their  warm  and 
Simulating  qualities  they  invigorate  the  whole 
iyftein:  but  Ihould  they  fail  and  the  difcharge 
prove  obftinate,  recourfe  mufl:  be  had  to  injec- 
tion ; for  the  difeafe  being  then  local,  injection 
enters  into  immediate  contact  with  the  debilitat- 
ed  veflels,  and  foon  reinflates  their  tone  and 

flrength. 

- > 


R.  Vitriol i 
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R.  Vitriol:  Alb:  gr  xv  vel  xx 

Gummi  Arabici  in  odo 

\ 

Unciis  Aq:  Fontanse  foluti  drach- 
mas fex, 

Lapid:  calaminar:  drachmam  unam, 

* 

M.  fiat  Injedio. 

On  the  cure  of  the  compound 

GONORRHOEA. 

•*  * % - * 

The  cure  of  this  fpecies  will  at  all  times  re- 
quire the  greatefl  care  and  circumfpedion : it 
is  a difeafe  ( if  either  negleded  or  maltreated  ) 
more  baneful  to  the  happinefs  of  young  men 
than  any  other;  for  exclulive  of  the  many 
dreadful  inconveniences  it  too  often  leaves  be- 
hind it,  as  ftridures  in  the  urethra,  fuppreffions 
of  urine,  ulcers  in  the  proflate  gland,  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  incurable  gleets,  it  in- 
duces 
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duces  impotency ; or  at  leaft  fo  enervates  the 
pafiion  for  women,  as  to  render  it  cool  and  in- 
different : there  are  many  at  this  time;,  who  ex- 
perience the  melancholy  truth. 

i - . ■ . . - -* 

The  intentions  for  the  cure  of  it  are  the 
fame  with  thofe  already  recommended  in  the 
fimple  gonorrhoea ; with  this  difference  only, 
that  the  moft  rigid  compliance  with  all  the 
rules  laid  down,  is  here  indifpenfibly  neceffary. 

* •*  •*'  -*  * ' t.  * • 

Pain  is  the  parent  of  inflammation,  and  in- 
flammation is  the  parent  of  all  the  mifchief 
which  befalls  the  difeafed  labouring  under  a 
compound  gonorrhoea : as  foon  then  as  any  un  i 
eafinefs  is  felt  in  perinseo,  or  any  heat  is  expe- 
rienced at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  with  the  leaft 
tendency  to  a ftrangury,  our  efforts  fhould  be 
immediately  employed  to  ftibdue  the  rifing  in- 
flammation by  every  means  in  our  power,  to 
bring  back,  if  poflible,  the  difeafe  to  its  fimple 
ftate  again  — Blood,  if  there  is  no  material 
objedion,  fhould  be  drawn  \ abftincnce  from 
u . , • teVerv 
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every  kind  of  exercife  mofl  rigidly  obfervedj 
fmall  fmooth  liquors  fhould  be  drank  in  large 
quantities,  and  temperance  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing moft  correctly  regarded  $ above  all,  the  rec- 
tum fhould  be  kept  always  empty  that  there 
may  be  no  preffure  againft  the  proflate  gland  or 
neck  of  the  bladder* 


Should  the  pain  and  inflammation  encreafe 
or  continue,  notwithflanding  a punctual  com- 
pliance with  the  above  injunctions,  blood  let- 
ting fhould  be  repeated,  and  fuch  medicines 
given  as  allay  irritation ; for  fuccefs  intirely  de- 
pends upon  the  removal  of  pain.  Opiates  are 
admirably  adapted  to  anfwer  this  purpofe;  they 
deaden  the  acute  fenfation  of  the  nerves,  and 
render  the  inflamed  parts  lefs  liable  to  be  adted 
upon  by  the  venereal  poifon. 


R.  Pil;  Saponac  i gr  x vel  xij  f pilulae 

duae,  hora  fomni  fumend,  et  pro 
< » 
r£  nata  repetendae. 


The 
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The  heat  of  water  which  in  this  fpecies 
often  intenfe,  may  be  mitigated  by  a general  fo- 
mentation of  th'epehis;  by  throwing  into  the 
ufethra  warm  milk,  linfeed-tea,  oil;  6r  giirri 
V/ater  in  which  feme  thebaic  e&tradt  is  dif- 
folved;  but  with  this  caution,  not  to  injedt  till 
after  making  urine,  lead:  the  poifon  in  the  Ure- 
thra fhould  be  forced  up  to  the  neck  of  the 
bladder. 

. » v , , . - ' > 

Chord ee  and  enlargement  of  the  fubdance 

U * r 

of  the  urethra  as  dependent  on  exceflive  inflam- 

i « 

mation  are  to  be  removed  on  the  fame  princi- 
ple; 

* v * » 

If  the  prodate  gland  and  feminal  veflcles  arc; 
drawn  into  difeafe*  external  applications  will  ai- 
fo  be  required;  for  they  are  parts  fltuated  lb  far 
out  of  the  reach  of  internal  remedies,  as  not  to 
receive  that  fpeedy  relief  which  is  needfary  to 
prevent  the  word  of  confequences,  abfeefs  cr 
, K . _ ulcer 
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ulcer:  under  this  fltuation  befides  fomentation j 
a large  common  cataplafm  joined  with  a con- 
flderable  portion  of  thebaic  tinCture,  fhould  be 
applied  to  the  anus  and  perinseum;  the  teftes 
fhould  be  fufpended,  (a  neceflary  caution  in  every 
gonorrhoea)  and  above  all,  the  difeafed  fhould 
be  horizontally  laid ; for  the  weight  and  preffure 
on  the  inflamed  parts,  occafioned  by  an  erect 
pofture  is  by  that  means  taken  off,  and  the  cir- 
culation  of  the  blood  through  them  is  carried 
on  with  lefs  difficulty:  an  anodyne  clyfter  will 
in  many  cafes  be  highly  neceflary,  efpecially 
where  the  cataplafm  produces  not  the  defired 


The  mercurial  already  recommended  or  fomc 

« / 

other  Ample  form  of  it,  fhould  be  given  not- 
withftanding  the  inflammation  prefent : it  is  I 
know  an  injunction  againfl:  general  practice  j for 
mercury  is  exprefsly  forbid  during  the  inflam- 
matory ftage  of  the  difeafe;  but  I can  from  ex- 
perience declare,  that  given  in  fmall  dofes,  in 
its  Ample  ftate,  and  joined  with  gentle  laxa* 
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lives,  the  inflammation  is  not  encreafed  by  its 
and  as  abforption  is  more  likely  to  take  place 
in  the  compound  than  Ample  gonorrhoea,  I hold 
it  right  not  to  loofe  time,  but  to  inforce  an  un- 
interrupted ufe  of  it  from  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe. 

* ' ? '•  • Ob'  i . :•/  : ' * . 


It  fhould  likewife  be  continued  longer  than 

. i , ° • 


in  the  Ample  fpeciesj  but  as  there  are  not  the 


fame  diagnoftic?  in  the  compound,  as  in  the 
Ample  gonorrhoea  to  determine  when  the  vene- 
real poifonis  expelled,  no  precife  time  can  be  Axed 
for  the  mercurial  courfe : in  the  more  favour- 
able cafes  of  it,,  or  where  care  has  been  taken 
to  fubdue  inflammation  in  the  early  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  the  fame  appearances  as  in  the  Ample 
fpecies  have  taken  place,  and  nearly  in  the  fame 
times  but  it  frequently  happens  that  the  yel- 
low coloured  difcharge  and  painful  fymptoms 
remain  after  the  moft  rigid  compliance  with  re- 


gimen and  mercury ; it  is  neceflary  therefore  to 
enquire  into  and  account  for  their  exigence, 

and 


t u i 

afiii  to  decide  op  critical  fiats  of  th?  com- 
pound  gonprrhcea,  the  appertaining  when  ^11  in- 
fection is  removed. 


To  fel  this  matter  in  as  clear  light  as  the 

i *—*  . 

lubjeCt  will  admit  of,  it  will  be  expedient  hr  ft 
to  flate  the  commonly  received  opinion  on  this 
pccafion,  which  is,  “ that  all  the  painful  fymp- 
toms  mult  fubfide,  and  the  difeharge  change  its 
yellow  colour  to  an  uniform  white,  and  be- 

k v • ' * j , ; _ 1 

come  tenacious.1* 

In  the  Ample  gonorrhoea  the  above  data  arc 
the  indubitble  marks  of  the  moft  abfolute  cure 
of  the  difeafe ; for  the  poifon  in  that  fpecies  cc  ■ 
cupies  but  a fmall  extent  of  the  urethra,  occa- 
sions (comparatively)  but  flight  inflammation,  and 
and  induces  only  an  increafed  fecretion  of  the  n't- 
natural  mucus  of  the  palTage,  which  as  has  been 
obferved  is  changed  intp  a yellpwifh  hue,  by  the 
heat  of  the  parts : as  fpon  then  as  the  poifon  is  ex- 
pelled 
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'.idled  the  inflammatory  fy  nip  toms  of  courfefub- 
lide  and  the  fecretion  of  the  urethra  reverts  to  its 
natural  colour  and  eonfiftence.  But,  ill  the  com- 
pound gonorrhea  the  whole  extent  of  the  urethr^. 
43  inflamed  if  not  infe&ed  • the  inflammation  runs 
cxcefiively  high,  and  before  it  is  reduced  does  very 

v , f . . » ' t , 1 

frequently  produce  excoriations,  or  exulcerations 
cn  different  parts  of  the  urethra,  particularly  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cowper’s  Glands,  the 

„ ' t . . - . . y .*  * 

prortate  gland,  n?ck  of  the  bladder  and  feminal 
veficles  $ the  difeharge  is  not  then  limply  dif- 

* * ' • " ♦ k ■ I * * f H 

coloured  mucus,  but  is  in  part  matter,  and  ori- 
ginating therefore  from  fo  very  different  a 

’ 

lource  to  that  in  the  limple  gonorrhoea,  can 
never  while  thofe  excoriations  or  exulcerations 

) - * - * . r-  . r , - . . 

exift,  put  on  the  fame  appearance  with  the 

« 1 ' \ 

latter. 


The  purulent  coloured  difeharge  and  pain- 
ful fymptoms  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  the  com- 
pound gonorrhoea,  mud  therefore  be  too  equi- 
vocal 
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.vocal  to  found  any  certain  decidon  upon  ; either 
as  to  the  prefence  or  abfence  of  the  venereal 

poifon : to  fettle  therefore  this  very  effential 

* 

point,  recourfe  muff  be  had  to  probable  con-r 
jeCture  as  formed  on  the  mod;  rational  deduc- 


, .-'v  ; .> . < 

tion, 

' ; ; ; * 


> ■ i > j ^ i • 1 , / . 

The  dru&ure,  ufe  and  connection  of  the 

t ; ' : . , r 

urethra,  neck  of  the  bladder,  prodate  gland 

- , l ^ \ : ■ ' } . i ' / . ; "**•••  * 

and  feminal  veficles  are  fuch,  that  an  ulcer  or 
excoriation  on  any  of  them  from  whatfoever 

! J •;  •.;  • 1 * i \‘/ff  f’  1 ‘ • ; t'  , ■ ; 

caufe  produced,  would  occafion  the  fame  fymp- 

; ' ■ ■ ’ f ■ ' / L‘  " • " ' • 

toms  with  thole  brought  on  by  the  venereal  poi- 

r 1 a r|  f j ) jl-*  f ' t <r  ••  f*(-  » • 

foil;  there  would  arife  from  it  the  fame  heat  of 
water,  yellow  coloured  difcharge  and  pain : 
ulcer  then  when  once  produced  on  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  parts,  would  as  a fecondary 
caufe  keep  up  the  fame  lymptoms  as  if  the 
poifon  its  primary  caufe  actually  at  the  time 
exided ; for  neither  excoriations  or  exulcera- 
tions are  neceflary  marks  of  the  difeafe.  This 
being  a fa<d,  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  it. 


v 


may 


[*«].• 

niay  in  the  generality  of  cafes  be  infHtuted  as  a 
diagnofHc  of  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  (i.  e.  the  in- 
fectious part  of  it)  viz,  that  the  purulent  dif- 
charge  and  painful  fymptoms  in  the  compound 
gonorrhoea,  remaining  after  a proper  and  regu- 

*'  * •>  ' 4 * l ' 

» l 

lar  ufe  of  regimen  and  mercury,  are  not  to  be 
attributed  to  the  exigence  of  the  poifon,  but  to 
the  injury  which  the  urethra  and  its  contiguous 

parts  have  fuflained  from  it. 

% 

* * • • % f x * **  i r 

This  inference  does  not  however  meet  with 

i / * • . • * , -,«/•»  i \ » ... 

general  concurrence;  for  there  are  authors  as 
well  as  practitioners  of  refpe&ability,  who  con- 
fider  the  purulent  difcharge  and  painful  fymp- 
toms, as  pofitive  proofs  of  remaining  infec- 
tion, even  though  regimen  and  mercury  have 
been  profecuted  for  feveral  months ; on  the  fup  - 
polition,  that  whenever  there  is  excoriation  or 
exulceration  on  the  furface  of  the  urethra,  there 
rhuft  be  unavoidably  abforption:  the  conclufioli 
' is  juft  in  the  early  periods  of  virulent  gonor- 
rhoea; for  then  there  is  evident  poifon  in  the 

Urinary- 
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urinary  pailiige,  and  it  is  well  known  that  the 
ablbrptiofl  of  it  more  readily  takes  place  from  d 
ruptured  than  from  ati  lininjured  furface*  but 
furely  under  a Well  regulated  cdurfe  of  mercury4, 
it  is  polfible  for  the  poifon  to  be  expelled  as  fad 
as  it  is  abforbed,  and  at  lad  for  the  exco- 
nations  or  ulcers  whicli  it  occafioned,  to  re- 
iftain  as  dmple  unvitiated  wounds:  was  this  not 
the  cafe,  great  numbers  of  the  difeafed  could 
never  experience  a crire;  for  if  mercury  was 
really  neceffary  until  the  purulent  difeharge  and 

* i r « 

painful  fymtoms  difappeared,  from  the  nature 
and  ftrufture  of  the  parts,  the  eradication  of  the 
poifon  could  in  many  cafes  take  place  only  with 
tlie  eradication  of  life. 

I 

It  Is  uporl  the  ill-founded  principle  that 
while  there  is  a yellow  coloured  difeharge  and 
pain*  there  mud:  neeeflarily  be  latent  poifon* 
that  the  mercurial  courfe  is  fo  often  pufhed  be- 
yond what  is  really  neceflary*  and  the  conftutions 
of  young  men  rendered  almoft  impotent  before 

■ ' 
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they  reach  the  age  of  maturity.  After  the  ve- 
nereal poifon  is  expelled,  the  further  ufe  of  mer- 
cury is  prejudicial,  it  debilitates  the  frame  and 
contributes  to  keep  up  all  the  fymptomsj  every 
one  converfant  in  venereal  pradice,  muft  have 
feen  the  bubo  fpread  and  turn  phagedenic  upon  a 
too  long  continued  ufe  of  mercury,  and  which 
afterwards  has  given  way  to  the  mild  balfamic 
virtues  of  a milk  diet  and  the  cortex.  The  fame 
effed  in  fome  degree  may  be  produced  by  mercu- 
ry on  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  and  its  neigh- 
bouring parts  under  the  date  of  ulceration,  if  it  is 
continued  longer  than  neceffary ; and  what  cafes 
are  more  dreadful  than  a fettled  ulcer  at  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  a fchirrous  proftate,  difeafed  fe- 
minal  veficles,  dridures  in  the  urethra,  or  an  in- 
curable gleet ! conferences  which  are  too  often 
entailed  on  thofe  who  have  laboured  under  a 

negleded  or  mai-treated  compound  gonorrhoea. 

» 

Since  then  from  the  great  fimilarity  between 
the  fymptoms  of  infedion,  and  thofe  occafioned 

L by 
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by  the  ulcers  or  excoriations  it  leaves  behind  it, 
our  diagnofticas  to  the  expulfion  of  the  poifon  in 
the  compound  gonorrhoea  muft  neceffarily  be 
formed  on  probable  conjecture  j much  muft  of 
courfe  be  left  to  the  judgement  and  difcretion  of 
the  practitioner ; and  as  the  intention  of  this  eflay 
is  principally  to  offer  aftiftance  to  thofe  of  my 
brethren,  who  from  education  or  fituation  can- 
not have  had  fufficient  experience  on  the  fub- 
jeCt,  I fhall  take  upon  me  to  decide  on  this  very 
critical  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  and  to  pronounce  on 
the  teft  of  repeated  obfervation,  that  the  vene- 
real poifon  in  the  compound  gonorrhoea  is  com- 
pletely expelled,  (whatever are  the  then  fymp- 
toms)  if  after  a regular  ufe  of  regimen  and  mercury 
for  the  fpace  of  five,  fix  or  feven  weeks,  (and  in 
obftinate  cafes  full  that  time,  will  fometimes  be 
required)  there  fhould  appear  no  trace  or  veftige 
of  the  poifon  in  the  inguinal  glands,  on  the 
prasputium,  or  glans  penis. 


« To 
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“ Ta  reftore  the  parts.” 

- » » * 

The  expullion  of  the  poilon  in  the  coin- 
pound  gonorrhoea  being  afeertained  and  deter- 
mined as  above;  the  remaining  purulent  dlf- 

char'ge  and  painful  fymptoms~of  courfe  delcend 

• ■ _ .... 

as  the  effedts  of  fimple  uninfedious  ulcer  or  ex- 

i . -•  , » • - 

coriation  on  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  and 
its  contiguous  parts.  The  intention  now  to  be 
purfued  is  to  deterge  and  heal  the  ulcers,  which 
are  the  caufe  of  them ; this  is  however  very  of- 
ten a difficult  point  to  accompliffi;  for  the  com- 
mon adtion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  na- 
tural acrimony  of  the  urine,  and  the  unavoida- 
ble propenlity  to  involuntary  eredtion ; all  daily 
contribute  to  counteradt  the  operations  of  art. 
The  mercurial  courfe  ffiould  be  immediately  laid 
aGde ; a bland  reftorative  diet  ffiould  be  as  much 

k 

as  poffible  encouraged,  and  the  whole  clafs  of  cor- 
roborants and  balfamics  called  in  to  our  affiftance; 
among  which,  air,  moderate  exercife,  milk,  tar-  . 
water,  the  cortex  and  cold  bathing,  in  turn  claim 
our  particular  attention. 


In 
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In  many  cafes  inje&ion  may  alfo  be  fervicea- 
ble;  but  the  greatefl  care  and  circumfpedtion  is 
required  in  the  ufe  of  it:  with  the  niceft  treat- 
ment, the  gleet  is  fometimes  incurable,  and 
ilri&ures  in  the  paffage  unavoidable:  for  when 
the  urethra  is  deeply  exulcerated  or  excoriated, 
heal  them  with  every  precaution  and  an  irregu- 
lar cicatrix,  or  induration  of  its  membrane  will 
occafionally  happen.  To  prevent,  therefore,  as 
much  as  poffible  fuch  inconveniences,  our  topical 
applications  ffiould  poffefs  more  the  corre&ive 
than  the  aftringent  quality,  and'  on  that  prin- 
ciple I recommend  the  following  inje&ion  as 
fafe  and  often  efficacious. 

...  * .. 

R.  Cinnab:  nativ:  Laevig: 

Calomel  aa  Scrupulum  unum 
Mucilag:  Semin:  Cydonior:  uncias  quatuor 
Aq:  Calcis  Simpl:  uncias  duas 
Extradl:  Thebaic:  in  aq:  tepid:  foluti 
Drachmam  dimidiam.  " 

M.  f.  Injeflio. 


Thus 
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Thus  have  I finifhed  my  obfervations  on  the 

caufe,  feat,  fymptoms  and  cure  of  the  virulent 

sOnorrhcea : and  as  I have  no  interefted  view  in 

* \ 

the  publishing  of  them,  I truft  I Shall  meet  with 
candid  criticifm  from  thofe  of  my  brethren  who 
may  not  happen  to  coincide  in  opinion  with  me. 
If  what  I have  advanced  refpedting  the  feat  of  the 
poifon  is  faulty,  the  blame  lies  not  with  me,  but 
in  thofe  phyfiological  tenets  which  however  on 
other  occafions  are  admitted  as  pofitive  evidence 
in  fupport  of  the  introduction  of  all  other  poi- 
fon : if  my  practice  founded  on  it  is  too  rigid  and 

' *•  »♦  - * i - • • * • 

operofe  for  modern  theories,  I have  to  fay  in  its 
defence  that  long  experience  has  proved  it  fuc- 
cefsful. 


FINIS, 


rAct 
II. 
21. 
4 6. 
5o. 
67. 


ERRATA: 

LINE 

13.  for  read  lies. 

lad  line,  for  in,  read  on. 

10.  for  phenomena,  read  phenomena. 
20.  for  ph«iom<*na,  read  phenomena. 

4.  for  loo/e,  read  lofe. 

**  . 


